


Parental allowance also available to parents of children not admitted to catchment nursery schools
Act No 290/2024 amending Act No 597/2003 on the financing of primary schools, secondary schools and school facilities, as amended, and amending certain acts, enters into force on 1 January 2025. 
The Act also affects Act No 571/2009 on parental allowance, according to which a child who has reached the age of 3 before 31 August of the given year has a right to be admitted to preschool education. 
The changes will also affect the application of the transitional provision of Section 12g of the Parental Allowance Act from 1 January 2025, whereby the parental allowance, which is currently provided under the legislation in force until 31 December 2024, will continue to be provided from 1 January 2025 (if the conditions for entitlement continue to apply) without alteration, for a maximum period until 31 August 2025.
The new conditions for entitlement to parental allowance – under the amendment in effect from 1 January 2025 – will apply only to children who have reached the age of three by 31 August 2025 and therefore will not be admitted for preschool education to a catchment nursery school for the 2025/2026 school year, i.e. from 1 September 2025. The change in entitlement conditions concerns the process that the beneficiary must complete before becoming entitled to parental allowance, namely:
· The authorised person shall submit an application for the admission of a child to pre-primary education, who is entitled to admission, to the head teacher of the catchment nursery school at between 1 May and 31 May according to the child’s place of permanent residence.
· if the catchment nursery school does not have the capacity to admit the child, the head teacher of the catchment state nursery school will issue a decision of rejection stating this fact and, at the same time, will notify the founder of the nursery school – the municipality/city district – of the rejection of such a child’s admission;
· the beneficiary may file an appeal against this decision not to admit the child to the headteacher of the nursery school within 15 days after the date of delivery of the decision. If the head teacher does not decide on the admission of the child by reconsideration, the appeal will be decided by the initiator, i.e. the municipality/city district;
· if the child is not admitted into either the catchment nursery school or a church nursery school or private nursery school located in the municipality of the child’s permanent residence, the initiator shall take all steps to ensure that the child is accepted for preschool education by the headteacher of any nursery school;
· for this purpose, applications for admission of a child to the catchment nursery school between 1 May and 31 May will be considered as applications for admission of the child to preschool education in a nursery school;
· if the municipality is not the founder of another nursery school or if another nursery school founded by the municipality does not have the capacity to admit a child who is entitled to preschool education, the municipality shall notify the beneficiary by 10 July of the name of a nursery school with the capacity to admit the child established by another municipality or local educational authority which is closest to the child’s place of permanent residence or has the best accessibility by public transport from the child’s place of permanent residence;
· on the basis of this notification from the municipality, the beneficiary shall subsequently, by 20 July, submit an application for the admission of the child to preschool education to the nursery school.
If, after exhausting all of the above options, the beneficiary is unable to place their child who is entitled to preschool education in a nursery school, they may apply for a parental allowance.
Entitlement to a parental allowance is claimed by:
· submitting an application for the parental allowance to the relevant labour, social affairs and family office according to the permanent residence or temporary residence (for non-nationals) of the beneficiary;
· providing evidence of the decision not to admit the child in the child’s catchment state nursery school according to the child’s permanent residence for capacity reasons;
· providing evidence of the municipality’s notification to the beneficiary by 10 July of the name of a nursery school with capacity to admit the child, the founder of which is a different municipality or local educational authority closest to the child’s place of permanent residence or best accessible by public transport from the child’s place of residence;
· providing evidence of the nursery school’s decision on the admission/non-admission of the eligible child to preschool education on the basis of a notification from the municipality and an application to such nursery school submitted by the beneficiary by 20 July.
The parental allowance cannot be claimed if:
· the beneficiary does not make use of the remedy (does not lodge an appeal) against the decision of the catchment state nursery school not to admit the child to preschool education and, at the same time,
· the municipality notifies the beneficiary by 10 July of a nursery school with capacity established by another municipality or local educational authority, where the right of the child to admission to preschool education may be exercised, and 
· the beneficiary does not submit an application for the child’s admission to preschool education to that nursery school by 20 July. 
The application, with annexes, is submitted to the relevant office for employment, social and family affairs according to the permanent residence of the applicant (beneficiary).
The application may be delivered:
· in person to the office for employment, social and family affairs
· by post to the correspondence address of the office for employment, social and family affairs
· electronically via www.slovensko.sk  – a qualified electronic signature is required
The amount of the parental allowance is determined by law and is assessed according to whether or not entitlement to a maternity allowance has arisen.
The allowance is always granted for the school year, i.e. from 1 September to 31 August. 
A beneficiary may submit an application for parental allowance at any time during the school year, but the decision not to admit a child aged 3 or older to the catchment state nursery school must not be older than 12 months. The validity of the decision not to admit a child to the catchment state nursery school is tied to the school year, i.e. the period from 1 September to 31 August of the school year. 
The only exception, when it is not possible to receive parental allowance for a child who has not been admitted into the catchment nursery school due to capacity reasons, is when the parent is caring for another child under the age of 3 and is in receipt of parental allowance for that child. In that case, entitlement to the parental allowance arises only once, i.e. they may receive it for only one of the children.
If a parent manages to place their child in another state nursery school established by a local authority, they are obliged to report this to the relevant office for labour, social and family affairs within 8 calendar days. Their entitlement to parental allowance then ceases.
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